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Mr. Boutwell and Taxation.

The diiculty with Secretary BortweL
ds lundamental. He hnsno just conception,
no comprehensive view of the financial
rituation. IHe is a politieal partisan of a
nDarrow type. He wants to be Governor of
Massuchusctts, he wants to be member of
Congress, he wants to be of the impeaching
counsel, he wants to be o Cabinet officer,
hie wants to be United States Senator, and
80 on.  Awd he has been, is, and will prob-
ably e all these, and perhaps more, What
he is after more thun anything else, there-
fore, I= to do what is popular at the
moment ; and so, without meaning it, and
without knowing it, he occuples a position
among the meanest of public men, e
does not aim to do the right thing, but the
most. popular thing; and thls, in counees
tion with his lack of mental vision, pro-
duces the dismal dizsquisitions upon bank-
ing, currency, and the resumption of specie
payments to be found in his anoual re-
port.

He does not grasp the facts of the situa-
tlon, nnd ke would not isp them if he
could. He won't make himself a target
for anvbody., [le thinks evervthing is
charming as ic is, and he would think just
8o if evervihing was different,. He handles
the question of the national =olvency nud
the honest ebligation to pay one's debts as
though they were red-lot pokers, He
does not recognize asy obligation to pay
where it Is easier to liv and cheat. e does
not say a1 word about the lving promises of
the Treasury, which go on from month to
wonth and from year to year wholly dis-
regarded and unperformed. e is the
very Danwiy of finance. He thinks dis-
honesty will gradually grow into honesty,
He thinksa policy of nou-payment leads
Bradually to payment. He thinks the ways
of insolveney lead gradually to solvency.,
He thinks suspension will turn naturally
a8t lust into e stumiption,

The idea of vectifying the condition of
our fm bulances by bribing peoplesto
engage (o the foreign trade is soberly put

forth in the naunual mes:age of the Presi-
dent, and seems to be concurred ia by Mr,
Bovrwiri, They both say the halance of
trade is lnrgely ngninst us, and that a good
way to restore it would be to have a lurge

mercantile fleet enruing mouey abroad.
Now it wonld scem that a  natural
method to get such a fleet would be to

releve our elupplug ludustiy of the taxa-
tion which is crushing it, and 2o allow it to
rise of its own vitality, But this is not the
Administration’s Mr. BoUrweLL
wants the taxes kept on, so that he ean
continue to pay off lurge amounts of the
public debt in order that he can boast of
the reduction on the stump, and thus so-
cure to himsclf the political advantages he
Bevks, Therefore itis proposed, instead of
taking off the taxes, 1o hire rich companies
uwuing ships to embark o foreign come-
merce—in a word, to play a* forelgu trade,
and to compensate them with subsidies out
of the national Treasury, This is called
encouraging commeoerce and recover ing our
old prosperity and prestige on the oconn,

wav,

Woll, well, it would scem that if ever
this world is to get any wiser, such
stufl as this should he kept out of official
docuwiments, It is to tell us in substance

thut we ought to tax our genoral shipping
mterest out of existence for political pur-
poses and to n=e the taxes thus obtained
0 fee und subisidize the rich proprietors of
rpundry steam=hip lines, who Keep open
bhouses in Washiugton for the sole purpose
of dining and winlng membiors of Cone
Er ler the plea and pretence that i
i3 4 pood way of veviving our depress.d
Ghd rulned foreign commerce!

Gen, Grant and Mre, Bovrwern do not
fee, and do not seem to want to
suv, that the priapary evils with which
the country is aflicted are over-taxation

andadepreciated currency. Their methods
all procecd on the assumption that these

evils are of sinall account, or are irremedi-
able. What gross and fatal mistakes! JIne
stend of adopting a hoe of action directed

to the removal of these evils so far as pos-
kible, they only advise methodsof ngerava-

M,

tion Borrwrern haviong safely got
through the Prosidentinl eloction, dovs 101
wunt the taxes reduced any further, Ao
cording to his own showing, he will hinve
next year a swrplus of sixty millions, hos
#ides what be bus now on hand, which is
not less than = ut) Hil and
yot hie hus not one word to say in behalf of
curing the depre ted condition of i
currenecy, except o .".-‘ll.l-l. il
W onmre slavery—uatiely, by leaving it to
Providenee, Inall such cases Providenos
Las a very summary way of denling with
the folles and viees of wankind; and «

would think, in vicw of our cent experi
elces in this line, that the refercuce of
our affairs to the settlement of that s=u
'rl Ne amens s WS BOt the most judiciou

drepostton of theni,

U'njust and unnecessary taxation is to re.
muin, with all ita depressing and deadly
influenees How depressing und how
deadly, the condition of our shipping in-
terests is but one evidence. Another and
MOkt signad Lrait of it is to be found In the

bigh yprices of commodities, leading
W  great  straits among the work-
ing  population, ana Ariving peoplo
of moderate means  ahrowd by thoun-

sands o soek cheaper living.
W-day full ot wandering A
MY thoey nre thore

Europe is
mericans who
because they can live

cheaper than at home. But a yet moye
striking evidence of over-taxation and the
consequent depression of industry is o be
found in the constant invitation of towns
and cities to capitalists to invest in this
and that domestic industry, by offering an
immunity of municipal taxation for a
number of years, thus clearly demonstrat-
ing that the fact not only exists that over-
taxation is universally depressing the in-
dus=try of the country, but that everybody
feels and knows that it existe,

And yet all these proofs of the fact seem
to be entirely lost upon the Federal Ad-
ministration. Not one word is uttered hy
President or Secretury on the opening of
the present seasion of Congress in behalf of
any alleviation of the great crushing in-
fluence that weighs down the country.
Congress might to-morrow let up the ship-
ping interest by lifting its burdens, and not
pay a dollar of bonus or subgidy to get it
back to its old footing. It might throw off
with perfect safety fifty millions of taxes,
and let in light avd sunshine nupon numer=
ous industries now languishing or wholly
dormant, and give them growth, But Con=
gresa waits for the initintive and the sug-
gostiong of the Executive, and these do not
come; and they witl not come while men
of Mr. Borrwent's ealibre, with objocta
and motives such as we have described,
preside in the Administration,

| ———
Fire Insurance.

It is cortainly impossible for any five in-
suranee ecompany to make money and pay
dividends, if all large cities are to share the
fute of Chicago and Boston, It is equally
impozsible to provide agninst a calamity of
such proportions by increasing the pre-
minm. A company with o million dollars
capital ennnot remain solvent if it takes a
risk of two millions ana loses it, unless it
charges a preminm of Afty per cent, There
i8¢ no such thing in the world as an ine
furance company in regular busiucas that
could pay all of ite risks; and the only
thing that makes a fire policy of any value
Is the inflexible law which seftles the
regular proportion of fires just as aceu-
rately as the annual rainfall of any given
decade is settled=hy average. Thas it s
notorions that in what are termed fiv-t-
class risks there is less than one loss in
two hundred risks, because first-class coms-
panles, which have been paying large
dividends sincethelr formation, have never
charged more than the half of one per ¢on-
tum, and in many cases far less than this
proportion

In addition to these regular dividends,
the compauics that have been well man-
aged have also accumulated lorge sur-
Pl ses under the lowrntes, Some of them
were heavy losers both in Chicago and
Boston, and still have a portion of their
enrplus left,  In fact, the object of the sur-
plusg is to provide for rare contingencies

like the cases mentloned, and, except [or
such upusual Ji ra, the dividends of
ten or twelve per cont, might have been

doubled each half year out of this very
surplus fund, beeanse it is demonstralile,
from carefully prepaved tabular state-
ments, that ovdinary losses do noi occar
vnee in two hundred thmes, If this were
not true, the whole scheme of fire insurance
would be nothiug more than a complicatd
svetem of gambling, and the saceess or
failure of any company would depentd
upon luek instend of management. T i
not probable that any board of directors
or bourd of underwriters will acknowledge
that they rely mther upon good fortune
than upon good judgment and excoutive
alnlity.

The principle upon which rates of pres
mium nre based is not changed by uncon-
mon dizasters,  Against these there is no
possible gunrantee that can leave o profic
to the underwriters,  All the underwriters
in the world could not pay for London, for
example, if Londonand its movable wealth
reduced to ashes to-night; and the
corporations which assnme to gunrd theiy
clivnts against loss by fire do not profess
to do more thiuun ussu ordinury risks, in
the true st that tenm, All come
punies profess to provide for possible vae-
riation in ordinnry he statistics by the
creation ot a surplus fund for extraordi-
nary ctases of wholeale destruction; and
thus, by prudent management, many
companies have ket their eapital intaet,
while they have paid in full thelr prog
tien of loss in Chicagzo nud Boston,
——

DBrother Beecher's Detence ol Grant,
Simple people, unfamiliar with eapital
trials and unacquainted with the practice of
the law, are sometimes heard to cxpresss
prise that hiwyers can be [ound to ander-
take certain desperate for then
coses, as is well known, in which the facts
are o0 plain aud indisputable, th
the testimony sod i

were

5S¢ Ol

CAses Are

law and

clusive, that

il e
Lo the ordin unprolessional mind there
seemsnothing tobe donebut for the aceused
to plead guilty and thvow bimseld on the
merey of the Cowrt, Yol there is no cia
8o desperante but some professional person
will uudertake it; and, to the surprise of

tLe uninitiated, there is no ens¢ in which n
liwyor of experience will not radse ug Lt
ol of defence,

When the facts are patent and undenin-
ble there is always one rortine, Tt consist
in the citation at great length and with in-
gendonsly Interwoven conunent and anal-
uzy, of what are kuown in the hooks as
celebrated causes, records, for lustance, of
conviction upon the most indubitable oyi-

dence, nnd the suhsaguent discovery eitha
of the pers !.-'p'u,n-‘!lt have
dered, or some faet of mistaken identity,
or some other conclusive proof of viror in

been mur-

the conviction,  Benoh and bar are famil-
iur with these, aud expect them just s
muech they expect anything; and tle
conrse of this argument nnd the [Preci-
dents aud citations have now come tobe so
familiar that the ordinary jurvman who
has served in the panel or Hstened in the
lobby in capital trials composes himself
for wnnp when th cof the defence |
reached, only leaving word with ki unso-
phisticated neighbor to wake him up when
tha h.

Fhis line of ar ent 1 manner ol
tviat nt presupg Lhire it
" d prerale i i i I
anid o wenk jury

hother BDepcyEr b w o well enongh (i
condition of his ease, however he may havi
ertimited | own ability and the wit of
Lis Juiry, When he undertook the othes

ht hefore

ni the Now England Society, i
his ponse 1o the frst regulory tonst, u de-
fence of Prosident Guasr, |f
entively, it wmay at least be sald
thut he did the best he could under
the circumstances, Admitting with the
shrewdness of n practised advocate that ciy-
cumstances Were ruthor against his client,
he went on immedintely to show that the
President's unpopularity waus nothiug ox-
traordinary, and that e great mauy of his
mast distinguicbed predecessors haid heen

he did not
suceeed

unpopular, Aud then e began bis vitg-

tiops, Wasnfworon, Mr. Bercnen said,
had bern ealled a notorfously incompetent
Pregident, The New Englanders who had
been struggling to helieve in GraxTt prick-
ed np thelr enrs at this, “ Jomx AnAMS was
not a popular President,” sald he, and the
New Englanders who wanted to admire
GrANT begnn to be encouraged, “JEer-
FERSON was considered as little better than
the devil himself.” The New Englanders
who had voted for GraNT under protest
were now feeling better, * MADISON wins
thought damnable.” Well, well, it was not
so grenl an olence to vote for GraxT, after
all,. Then  come  Moxror, and Jonw
Quincy Avams, and Jacksown, and Vax
Burnrex, and Hanrrsox, all unpopular nc-
cording to Brother Beecnen, and the Now ]
England conscience that had been racked |
at voting for GraxT began to be easy and
comfortable,

Brother Bercner had now done his
work. There was a genial glow over the
whole audience. The New England con-
science wasquiet, The New England com-
plac ney had settled into self-sufficiency

and perfeet peace, Why, oh, why did not
Brother Beecner stop then? e had got
through. It was enough. Had he closed
his  citation of precedents just there,
and thrown in, by way of peroration, his
wonderfully worked up admiration of the
Blushes with which Gen, Grast walked
down the nisle at the funcral of the mnan
who was done to death by eavieature,
clander, corrnption, and fraud, he would
Liave gained Lis couse,

But Brother Beeonrr had got a going.
He kept on. e cited Tyrenr, aud the New
Englander yawned at the stretehing out of
the line to the erack of doom; Poux, and
the New Englander began to think it was
getting too modern to be interesting:
Fireyone, and the foree of the argument
wns visibly weakening: Pienrce—** Good
I snid the unensy New Eng-

heavens!
lander, ** has the man only seared our con-

sciences preparntory fto roasting ! and
then—the toppling down of the whole |
line of precedents, the last straw thai |

broke the consclence-stricken Now Eng-
Innder's back, the refinement of eruclty
that first made them self-complacent and ]
then overwhelmed them with remorse—=he |
cited Javes Buonaxax, the only Presi- |

dent Gen, GrRANT ever voted for, asan in-

stunce of updeserved unpopularvity ! '
Aud then Brother Beecher stepped |

down, having done it too maeh, Bogine

ning with Waspinaron, why conld not he
have ended short of Buenaxax? Brother
Brecurn! Brother Beecnen!! Be wise in
thme, If on some other oceasion you are
driven to eite the line of precedents, he-
ginning with the psalmist Davip,
stop, we beg you, before you
Brionax Yor

stop,
come to
NG

————
A Silly Invention-The Apprehension

of a Vigilance Committee.
One of the silliest inventions of the day,
as we are bound to believe, Is the conjec-

ture of a vigilauce committee in the «
of Jonx E. Simmoxs, an account of which
wias published in the Tihnes of Tuesday.
We do not mean any retlection upon the
Times ln the matter. and we have no douibt ‘
|
H
]

Its report was acceumte,

But what are we to say of a
police, 1o he frightencd by
bear?

We beliove that Joux F. S1uMoNs wis a4
safe on his cot in the Park Hospital, whero
he was Iving for his broken log to heal, na

heep-Taeed

such a bug-

he ever was in his own bed in his own
hongs

What h he done that a vigilanes u-n'-|
nittee should wreak vengennee npon him ? !
Killedd 0 man, to be sure; but under what |
circumstanees? He had not only Killed o
miau, but as he killed him with o kolfe
and cut the jngular vein the death was a !
particularly bloody one; and humat blood

is not a pleasant sight to look upon,
ever, the
determing

Hows !
quantity of blood shed does not

the gquality of o death. Every
onnce might be let from a man in justifia- }
bile homicide : while muarder in the fiest do-
gree might be committed upon
without opening his veins,

We do not mean to oxpress or intimate

another

uny opinion in SiMMoNs's case bevond this
It was not an unprovoked murder by any

means, Al aceounts agree that Denyvea
struck the first hlow, Siuvvoss had ealled
him a thicf, but that was no justification

ol Irny EA's nssanlt upon him, for in law
no words justify a blow. This s an eles
mentary and a familine principle,

Alter the first Llow the men clinched,
o1, pummelled each other, rolled over,
wud the nght became desperate that
ciicch of th nbatents sustained the froo- |

»i)

ture of u leg, Finally StuMoxs was victo-
vious und Dreyea died, O whatever

offence SiumoNs was guilty in killing his
assailant  and carncetly
Lope that e will be couvicted and pun-

mntugonist, we

Iheld necording 1o luw, It & for the law
that we stand wm every case—for the law,
and for nothing different and nothing else

It is very shocking und vory revolting

that in the heart of o nommally Chrlstinn |&

COmmunity n shonld ocenn
between two men, in which one of them |
I

bloody aflray

15 sluing but is anything gained to the ‘
cause of law and order by joudiscrin Inntely
ranking all crimes ns of the same desres
This is not the doetrine of the law, of jns-
tice, or of common sense. 1= nn offence liko
SIMMONS'S to e confounded with such
crimes as the muarder of Rocens or of
Natuax?

(nly n few das o onr able couts mpo-
the prublished

wttion of citiz
whit ¢

rary, Limes cditorial
ns golug armed,
To throw away
weapons if attacked, or to use them? Of
conrse, it is at their peril if they carry
the use of them beyond the requircinents
of the which they flodd |
thiwmselve upon such .
kes the 1 |
-

i
justifle

nrmal fon thed

circumstan
placed ;
e, where the par

anlt, om
lenivin

vs in
hut

liin
oles with
A porson whio
locs

eren atler his a

oven

LT at

luw | on iy
L)
ault upon ar
of belng killed

fise ¢t xhall |

s unlnwe
it at the perdl
crp ff
 without the
any highom
"f'- L 'l'

alhim
ave fallod
1 nonssaulted committing
ik
bl AR
shindl

Whiile resist

cffence than manslon
The Revirged

v persan who
I anothier,

ceh other person Lo «

e
deiive,

unnes nrily
1 |

lug an nttempt by

omuont n
L, d

J.-‘1.||_| y Or

to doany oth ufter euch

runlaw il n

attempt shall have foiled, sha!l be deemuod
gullty of mun=lavghter in the second de-
wQee,

Aund now, to reour to the snpposed dan-
ger of o vigilunce committee, we are of

opinion that if the policenpprehendeduny -
thing of the Kind they were evedulous and
woenle; and if they were not in fear they
ought not to have brought on the city the
scandal of such a vreport, It is all nonsense
about any proposed attack upon SiMMoNs,
He is in the hands of the law; he will be
falrly tricd; and if be s found guilty he
will be punished for precisely that degree

of offvuce of which he Is found guilty.

! The Wasl

Homicided do enongh to injure tho reputa-
tion of the city without any exaggeration
of their enormity, and without any silly
rumors, originating in slckly or heated im-
aghations, of proposed vigilance commit-
tees, ’

1t is fashionable now to eulogize the Eng-
lish courta and to talk about how much
better eriminal law isadministered by them
than it is in this city. A case of homicide
by stabbing, tried in the Crown Court on
the 7th day of this present December, s
reported in the London Times as follows:

“Tt appeared that the prisoner and decoeased
were lu-umg on n unwr of bowls, which was
nye k

being pl sy two other men, and the prisoner
loat '”w ast bet, hut did not pay it, and went
away, The deceased therefore followad him and

demanded Ity and a scoMe ensyed, In which the
prisoner got the worst of it, The scufMe was af-
terward renewed. when the deceased was stablbed
hly the prigoner in the stomnch with a chisel, and
shortly afterward died. The defenco was that
the prisomer used the chisel In self-defence, and
the prisonor was acqguitied,”

— e —

Death by Fire,

It is but a few daye since the public was
thocked by the horrilile death of nearly a
dozen poor givls, who were smothered or
roasted by the fire nt the Fifth Avenue
Hotel, The eauge of thi« tervible calamity
was directly traced fo the presence of a
death trap in the bullding, an e¢levator run-
ning parallel with theonly stalrway afford-
ing egress from the apartments where the
victime met their ternble fate. This ole-
vator ufforded at once a draught to feed the
flawes and an uninierrupted passage for
their progress. The consequence was that
the fire, rushing furionsly throungh this
oponing, speedily stinck the adjoining
stalrway and cut off all chance of cscape or
suceor,

On Tuesday afternoon, in broad Aaylight,
the Caxton buildiugs in Centre street took
fire while the upper stories wore filled with
industrious men and women. The fire
caught on the third floor, and having at
hand the same futal means for rapid pro-
groess that were present inthe Fifth Avenue
Hotel, soon wrought a glmilar work of de-
struction, Through the elevator the lames

R 26, 1872

made their way with lightning rapidity to

the top of therix-story tinder box, destroy-

Ing in their course the stairway which ran |

beside it, Most of the tervor-stricken in-
mantes of the upper stories made their es-
enpe by the fire ladder or otherwise, as host
they could, some of them recelving severe
Injuries in endeavoring to avold the flames,
while others, lesa forfunate, found their
egress cutirely cut off, and perished miser.
ably almost within the sight of hundreds
of spectators, And thus seven human be-
ings were burned to death in this fiyre,

The warning of these two calamities
should be heoded at onee, Just such deathe-
traps exist in large buildings in every part
of the eity. It was in a great mensure
owing to the ready channels furnished for
the progress of fire by such elevators ns
these that the great Boston contlngration
o quickly ganined a headway bevond the
power of control, and that lessom, ton,
shonld  be heeded, It is imperatively
necesgary that some immaediate and syse.
tomatic means should be adopted by the
proper authorities to release this city from
the peril imposed by the use of elevators
0 constructed,

—— -

It appears to be an unsetiled question
whether (it la cheaper for rullroad corporations
to purchase seatls for Congressmen or buy them
after they are elected in the onlinary manner.
ington correspondent of tho Roston
A r says that the ittt committee in-
quiring into the caseof Scnator CaLoweLl of
Kansas, among other bits of Information. hna
learned that Carvwrein made application to Mr
Perny, Prezsident of the Kansas Pacitie Raliroal,
for $W0,0m, s 1tz share of bils ol 1

i Rer

n eXPenses,
declaring that the regular lobhy agent of that
road at Toneka had ngreed that the cor i
slhiould help him to that amount. Mr. PERRY

and CALDWELL visited In company this lohhy
agent, who denied CALDWELL'S olaim, Lut In
fuch terms satlsfiv Mr. PERRY that while
CALDWELL had some right to expect thatamount
of help, the it.
All this tl

ences depen

pany was not hound to pay
ws & flood of light upon the intlu-
od on to elect Administration Sen-
ators In Kansas, and also afords a clue to 8 ren-
the elevation the
United States Senate of such perrons us SAl-
GENT of Califor ents only the Cen-
tral Pacific Rallr nd was recently

sonable explanation uf

mpany,

burnt in efigy by lus nominal constituents in
fan Francis o
| ——— .
Our suggestive neighbor, the Times,

1hat the Incressed demand for soal skins
for the artificial breeding of seals. 1Dut,
however great the demand for seal skins may
be, it Is nothing compared to that which will
soon spring up for rhinocervs hides if il
et |8 to continne jts wanton attacks upon
mmunlty, CHARLRS
cABRAM S, HEWITT,
q them

1!

every decent man in the «
O'COXOR, SAMUEL J, TiLDE
and other leading re
already,

Or SeCm 10 ne

— —— -

The people of Buel county, Mo,
have been engaged In a scarch for $15,000 of
county funds which had somewhat mysteriou-ly

disappeared. Five commissioners bad been ap-
puinted to select #ite for a lunatle ssyluin,
end the County Court of Buchanan connty muade
order appropriating $15.000 to the benefit of

T the navlume in case shondd be located in St
Joseph, Bure snough the commissioners mad
St Juseph thelr cholce, and the money was
paid to somehody, but to whom was for a time
amatter of uneerteinty, There wore rumors of
cortuption, and it was boldly asserted that the
moncy was used for the vurp of what Is
called slushing the commissioners, an ope ration
probably equivelent to that of greasing, as un-
derstood inthe New York Custom House, The

comimi !

an Inve

rl

loners were indignant, and demanded
igutlon, A Mr. BITTINGER then cami
nd anid he had been appolnted by the
Court agent of the fund, which was placed in his
hand rmight think best in the
of securing the locntlon®of the asviam at ¢
ephyand ol not Hking the terms nf the trust,

rw

to he used ns h
Wiy
Ji

Le transferred the money Into the hands of one
Col. CraiBousg Atthis polnt Col
wus called on, and trankly sdmitted that he haa

Cratuouse

received the ) and kept M, not as & reward
for his henes'y exactly, bhut as a recompenre for
his gervices in the matter, and that he had not
divided with any one. Stiange to say thils ex-
planation has given but little satisfaction, und

least of ali
the asylum,

W the commlssioners who located

— —— —

=il we
Banxuw o

are not entirely ont of elephants,

mie by Are, and Oy

rON aold une ot

an advenee; but Bipsey saved two, and will
fhortly Luy some mora ; and the «Liances are ten
toone that Girtaxy I draw two or thirve whlen
Lie makes & new ( uet,

———

Various impoartant chan nve hoan re
cently Introduced In the o i y putl
schools of Prussia, The goh. lons a8 to sexcy
have been aholished, snd tha Wolg divided
into three grades, with lostruction suited to 1}
different st age [ advaneceoment In small dis
tricts where it I8 not practicable to ha " Ore
than two teachers two clagses have heen formed,

an upper and a lower ¢lasy, Indtead of dividing
the schiool inta bovs' and girls' departments,
Hereafter the hours devoted to religlous instrue-
tion will be fewer, and the time thus saved will
be devated to history and geography, which are
to be taught more practicslly than heretofore.
If the results of these ¢hanges meet the oLpeo-
tations entertained in regard to them, It Is probe.
abhle that shmilar ones will be ntroduced in
schools of o bigher grade,

s s

TAXATION 1N JERSEY CITY.

[ —

$20,000,000 OF RAILROAD PROP.
ERTY EXEMPTLD,
ashinilibanciit

A Pemand for Fivancial Reform-The Fxe
cmpted Property in Detall-Mow luvesil-
gntions are Prosecated Across the River—
Upeful Infgrmation for Jerscymen,

For several months past the citizens of
Jdersey City have been spasmodically agitated on
the gquestions of reform and of the exemption
of rallroad property from taxation. Several at-
tempte to create an effective organization sand
promote leglslative proceediogs to repeal the
exemption laws were abortive. Not because the
people were not in earnest, however, but by rea-
son of the operations of some of the leading
property holders, largely Interested in the rail-
ronds, who in all these organizations assumed a
leading position, and Impressed the peopla with
the Idea that it waa thelr extensive Improve-
menta and the consequent taxes thereon that
burdened them, and that the taxes to which the
railroeds would be llable were Lut a drop In the
sen of assesamenta,

The Erle Railroad Company was a favorite ex-
ample. The taxes of that corporation were hut
010,000, 11:#1.- said, and on that amount they
harped, until inany of the peoplo became Im-
presscd with the idea that It was but a small
matter anyhow, and again they turned thelr at-
tention to the charter and the doings of the
Booard of Publie Works under fts authority,
Evidences of negligent management  were
abundant, and so groat was the outcry that M,
I Gillette, the President of the Board, called a
meeting of the leading property holders, and
several committers were appointod to Investi.
gute the workings of the different departments
uf the city government.

INVESTIGATION,

These committoes have had four meetings and
s0 far thelr dolugs have ended In smoke. IT
they have inveatigated the matter of rallromds,
they and they only know the result of thelr inves-
Tlf.lli--nt The books of the asaessors show that
within the corporate limits of the eity rallrond
property of the aggrogate value of almost twaenty
milliong of dollars 18 exempted from taxation,
$15.V90,000 of this amount I8 sssessed upon real

estate, the lance upon the personal property
of thlc u{-r srations, This vast amount of prop-
er s

ated gencerally Iin the bhest business
se tions of Lhe city nnd’ Is divided among the
different companlies as shown In the np([nrn od
speciicationa, taken from the hooks of the dls-
trlet assess<ors:

Hropevty owned by e New Jersey

Railroad and Trans.

Jovtation Coowpany cximpted fron tazaddon (n the

main by spectal legls! i’ n,
First Dist., hlock 59, Wodson at..10ts 58 to 61 35,000
First Dist, block @9, Mercer st., lots 1 to 13 and

T ALT TR s o o w000
First Dist,, block '™, Moutgomery st 1ots 2 to

12, Mt A sans sesn [T I O I ur.om
First Dist., block 40, Hudson s, lots 64 1 0,0
First Dist, block 4, Wayne st lots 14 to !

210 1., L% Bresesssaneaastas Shsshos 0,00
First Dist,, block 80, Mercer ot, lots &, 1, 12, and

13 th 28 AR T LAl L]
Virst Dist, bloek 3,PIymouth st., lota™ to ., (AL
First st biock 32, Washington st., lots 59 to

118 . faenss T T T &8.)
Firet Dist, bloek il Greene st., plots 33 to 37, LRI
First Dist, block 104, Washingtoust., lots % to

| iee ssazp asevenss ssceens 48400
First Dist,, bloek I8, Wayne st lots 40 1o 64, .., 5,00

First Dist., block 1M, Wurren st., plots of 8 to
ki

First st Block 1M, Warren st Tots 8870 7.
First Dist., block 104, Plynrouth st., lots 3 to 64,

Flevean hlocks

""" Tote 1 ta 3.

"
t., lots 1 1o 2

s Bioek 81, Hy
Mook =, Kiver st lots | to
L b Washingion st )

wyne st b
tenhen o, lots 59t
st dols 1 to X

1 North &t 1ot | 10 4 19..109)
Reconn st Mock 112, North st,, lots 1 (o & 192 40%)
soeond Dist,, Block 105, Sorth ot lots | to 2 w00
Seeomd Dist,, Dlack 114, North st,, jots 1 to 1R.ny
Second Dist, Lloek 140, Meadow st lota 1 & 1nn
seropd s ek 144, Meadowst,, Jots | to 125.007)
second [hist., ok 143, Meadow st., lots | to 12y, 19
Second s, biock 116, Meadow st 1ols ] to 32 =00
Recond st , block 145, Meadow st Juta )l to 42 s 00
Second st hock 154, Provost st lots | to 2 19500
Eecond et bleek 173, Frovost st 1ats 1 Lo 21,
amil 3 00 7 lisne

and 1735, Provost st
: 1800

. Mocks 136
1 Bio R . 3
. Rrapswick st lots }

JURL

s Dock

. fino
v hock 418, Rigin et e
, (iroTy Ssue
wke 18, 2
e, with improvenents, a6
boo BJOCK BN PIOB. . couiasnssnssssnies g
i L. block &2, 1 plot ; L
nrebased iniely b Wiy Third, Fifth, snd
sixth Districts, sbout,, wenimnags . T
Total | JXESERL]

The New Jersey Company acquired thelr priv-
il v wly. but the rie Hailway, the next
In order ined theirs In one awonp,

¢ pussage of a biil exempting all their read
and personal propeity within the city limits at
P the seedon of the Legisiature in 1887, The act

was Introdoced by Mr, James Doremua, elected
from the Third Assembly District inJemsey City,

at that time emploved ns division paymins-
tor on the krie Hallway, Lheir exhiblt Is ns
Lollows

I I I Eile Raiheay Brem

s Bloek 30 wharf aud ph
t inrfand pi
Permy hn

t " ek 2 .uuun n et freignt and
hlock ¥, Nuds=op #,, freight pre

Mock ¥, Hudson st., coal and

Boke |1

-

1ots 1 to
Jots | to w
1., blo ver Tots | to 52,
second st block 115, North st 1ot 1 to R,

Hecond DMst,, block 116, Pavona av,, lots | (o &2

second Dist,, block 115, Nerth st Jots | to 4,
and Y to®
Seeond List, block 18, North st lots | to 52
Second st hlork 118, North o lots § (0 82
Secoud Dist, block 180, Nocth s, Jots 11032,
Eecond IMst,, hlock 148, *rovost st., Jote ] tos,
to 11, ang o % w
Secand e ek 190, Provost st,, lot 21 ®du)
Fecond 1M 187, Provost st lots 15 10 4 L
secoud 1 » 150, Wah st., Lots 35 Lo & i (RN LY
Socotl Dist, bl 158, Meadow st,, Jorsl to 22 1
hecund Dist Meadow st,, 1ots 1 1o 0 LERILL
Secoud (het, hioek 179 Proyost o, lots & mid @ 104,00
5 1 Drist,, hlocs 154, Provost st,, luts | 1o 28 uLan
1 hist., block s, Hooson -t lots | Lo 852  JLL
Ihist., Block €63, Gerove ot lote 1 W 4 TR L
Wwek b, Krie st lote {1 1o 82 T¢,00
and Jer
» R 1 an
Mo 192,00

& 5
K LIR, weadow lots 46, 43, 4,

d 57 200
bLlock 1,0, mesdow plots 1,11, 16
00
| IMhat, block 190, micadow plots (@, 5,
G, and 64, 4re ssscsscd Lo Jay Gould, bnt pay
Yo

Llock 530, oboken av., lods 14, %,
A

bl o Juts U, Ad,
Iy

loteltanl ¢
lote 1 to (] fi v
it av,, lote 1 1o 84 [
| il Yave 90
e Delaware, Lacknwanna and Western Rall-
road Company, embrscing the Morrls and Fesex
rond. ure not exacting: they cowe iy fur & wile
fon and a halfl, thus:
' Lachkawanna wd Western and Morris and
fosed Riroa

First Dist , one plot [ n
" i and phoy i 1l
' Chowiid plor (RUFELY)

i otk el lote 1t

] yi kg
20,100
mou ! DO
h 11k
B \

eouid s 3
andd W 1o 154vy
w o [hist to & r
vad st T o
vand st ) Lo L )

Fourth Dis i
¢ | P R T ¢ e T Pp pr e e e 2409

Morrie ane Bx Rei f

Becond [YVst, Woek 81, hlock and pler o000

Becomd [t blog }

Beconl Dist., blog o

Seeond Dist., block 1.7, N
Boeond Dist, bluck il M
wae, .. X 3 P
Becond st block 159, Meadow 8t lots] L
Becand Dast., block 160, Meadow st,, lois | L
Becoud Dist., bloek 161, Mesdow st {p G104

HYOER B TR

woal, lvia |

Second Dist,, biock 1%, Provost uls ] Lo 3y ik
Eecana | block 181, Proy L UWLI)
recond [ L]
Becond L
ww,,., 24,000
Tuotal

; Teaneke : T TR
The Morris Canal, a stagnaut puol lu the south-

| Are had ahmost died out.

and of the city, ia conslgered a public hane-
! y Ita wwners, and they Dgure for $870,000, as
L

et, bloek 2,28 lota 00

vegesnse §1600
&C...4

Ir et, block 2, South M w0
m 10,000
t 0.0
2000
eat.... 3008 20,000
First District, hloe [ 11,000
First Districf, block 181, lota 98 to 108, Morris
street % ERRAIFES VT FRIE : 20,000
First District, block 184, lots A, B, U, and D 18,000
Total T sosranessSOT6,000

The Jersoy City and Bergen Horso Railroad
Company, aride on whoge carn costs more Per
mile than om y other road o the country,
modestly take t’f’a.ﬂll. divided as follows:

istrict., sons tﬂ.m}

“Irst
Ifth Istriet....

Total........

These severnl grants summed UP produce a

total of #15,%W0.50, independent of The vaat per-

sonal property of the corporations, which, If as-

sessed, would Increasa the figures to twenty

miltions, In some Instanees the companies pay
the State a tax of one-half of one per cent,

e ————

THE TRUVE REFORMERN,

R

Gen, Funk Threntened The German Pross
Pnying ita Reapects to the Expiriog Beard
of Supervisors of New York.

To the Editor af The fun.

Sin: Bince the protest signed by the un-
dersigned has appeared In your paper of this
date, in which we desire to show fraud on the
part of certain officials, we have both been
favo ed with anonymous lettors by mail, of
which the following 1s a full and correct copy :

Papers are belng drawn by which yon and ot hors will
be lield to mnswer for your attempls to swindle nnder
cover of your oMeinl position.  The Goveruor w il have
romathing to say. Your acts have been watehed, your
eonvirsation listened to, and you will auswer for both,

We request you to publish this crticle, so that
the wilter or writers of these letters, as well as
all citizens and taxpayers, may know that we
court a full Investigation not only of these
frauds, but of all our actions In the matter,

We believe the lsases contracted for armorial
purposes within the last year to be as corrupt as
any over made I this city, All threats against
e are uscless, and pone can turn us from our
duty. AvGusius Fusk
Brig.-Gen. Com, Bece Brignde, N. G.
AKDREW NIAUF
Col. Com. Twenty-Afth Regt., N. 0. 8. K. Y,
NEwW YOREK, Dec, 24, 1872,
From the Btanta Zeitung, Dec. M.

The Board of RBupervinors seem to be greatly
troubled duriug the latter daya of thelr exist-
ence about couvireing the publi¢ that they are
n*ﬂ pupila of thelr predecessors In the method
of squindering the publie money. A atriet ex-
aminatica of the proceedings at the last meetin
of the Board of A!liwr\lmm for this year will,
we foar, bring to light facts which would be
very unnu;illm to the taxpaver.

We would call the attention of those members
of the board who are not initiated in the secrets
of the Ring, to the varlous leases of armories,
upon which the Commitice on Armories and
Drrill Hoouns bave ngreed and recommended to
the board, How theso contracts were agreed
upon, the followling n |{ be an example :

The Ninety-sixth l(c\;i ment, whose anmnory has
heretofore been located at the Cormania Asseii-
bly Rooms (and which has since been cone
demuped as unfit for an armory), have gone to
the trouble of procuring a new’ and nﬁprupﬂn!o
hall., After a great deal of trouble the Colonel
of the regiment reported that Nilsson Hall, in
Fifteenth street, between Irving place and Thira
avenue, could be procured. The rent nsked

for It at first was $8000 per annum. But
when the proprietor became awnre that
the «eity  intended to lease the place,
ho ady d his rent to E10.00. In the

macantime the Colanel of the 8ixth Regiment e-
camne informed of the transaction, and lmmedi-
ately induced the above-nammed comiittee of
lh-‘lunnl of Bupervisors to rent the place for
#14.000 per aunuim for the Sixth Regiment.

We hope Mr. Canover, who is at the head
of the Committes on Armories and Drill Rooms,
and all the other membors of the same
La able to expdain to their colle
faction this unsaralleled transaction, and we
hope that should all the members of the Board
of Supervisors be willing that thete livellest re-
membrances of the Ring sanctioned, there
may be a few of theu whose
missing to leganlize the contract, and who will ree
fuse to do s,

The leases of armories were, nex

1gto the new

Court House, the prinelipal source of corruption
and frand, snd we had hoped st lrast that the
presont Sapervisors wo not walk inthe foot-
steps ol thelr predece
DEATH IN THE KITCHEN RANGE.
mrsssiiive S

A Froren Pipe nud the Explosion that Fel-
lowed -4 Plug of lce that Cost & Lile.
Correspondonee of The San.

Harmisnrra, Pa., Dee. 22.—Mrs, Knox,
wife of Bamuel Knox, of 8 Walunt street, dicd
to=day from Injuries recelved by the exploston of
a range In her kitohen. During last night the
On rislng at 8 o'clock
this moming, Mrs. Knox added wood and other
fuel to the stove, and then took a seat In front
to warm hersclf. The night had bteen exceed-
ingly cold, and the wuter inthe pipe between
the water back and the boller had frozen, As
tne fire burned up steam was generated in tho
boller, and having no means of escape a terrifie

explosion was the result, The range was slint-
tered Into a thousand pleces, The Lot coals and
the Iragments of moetal wore driven in every dl-

reéction.

M. Knox was strock by places of the iron in
her face and chest and wounded fearfully. The
burning embers wore hurled upou her, her
clothes were set on fire, and she was thrown
back into the room a distance of six feet
was so severely burned that the bones were laid
bare. In fact her anns anda legs were almost
stripped of flesh.

Mr. Knox was in bed at the time of the ex.
plosion, The noise and shaking of the house
aroused him, and he hastened down stalrs, He
found his wife lying inthe middle of the kitehon
nnd from the condition of things at once gie
the eause of the accldent. He endeayor
carry his wife into the vard, but was so ¢
Lurned In the attempl that be had 1o lay Ler
upon the snow as soon as he had got her out at
the door. He then ran for a plece of carpet on
which to place her, In the meantime his son
Samuel had made his way to his nother, and
was applying snow to re ¢ her agonfes, and to

Sl

Ve

extinguish hier dress wl v was still on tire,
X was subsequently carried up to
n and adoctor was sent for, Lvery

means wias used o alloviate her sufferings, hut
ip vain. She expired in il agounly about five
aurs after the nsilde

almost to the last i ostale-
nien to how t) .

The report of the exploslon was, it i= sald, as
loud as the nolse made by the discharze of a
cannon, and was heard a guarter of n mile from
Mr. Knox's house, The honses in the vieinity
ner hinken, and the window [rames In the
kitchen wore blown out bodily.

. e
Four Persous Ceumvicted of Murder by a
Paper Gua Wad,
Fyom the Avstin ( Texas) Satesinan, Tve, 14
Ben shelby, Arvthur Sheiby, Ball Woods

and Willlaan Smlth were convieted of murder in
the first e, i Burnet county this woeek, and
sentenved by Judge Turner to be hanged on Yl
day, the 15th of Januwry next. The o utlon
was conducted by Judges Terrell and Walk
employed by the friends of the murdere
The cose was one of Lthe most inte

of trials, and the
0 was entirely «olrea Sl
Ben MoKeever, the murdeied an,
shot  from his  horse at night  near
idence of the EShelbys, lis throat
cut, and  his  hody  earried on horsehack
three miles sid thrown into acave In the prairie
150 e deep. Alarge rock was placed on thi
Lloody spot where his throat w vutl, nnd np
parently every precaution wes taken to avin
detedction I'he appearance of the rock b
cated to the Keen eyve of the frondersman that
It hdd been recently placed there. Close by it
Wi paper wadding that had been fired from a
shotgun. On examidning the gun of Ben Shelby,
paper wadding was found in it, and anot e
plece of paper that had evidently been fred from
awshotgun wus fonnd under Shelby's doorstep
In his house was found the «
periodical, and it was as [
son that the throe gun  wudidin
Lad beon torn from th A small fra
ment of Mekoeovs uliar textire
fonnd at the blooady sp d the fuct th
the murder had been committed there,  Theo
were many other clreuimstances polntioe to t
wons as the murderers, | ne
Ll mention, On carel plisclng
the paper fmund where the blood had be
vovered by the rock, and comparing It with [
wadding tound In Ben, Shelby i, Lhe follows
Ing enigiua cowd ba read from vl Papor ) Wil=
eLlhier
*With pleee of naper or a slate
I roud the 1 e both large and o
Al Finahe, i Oel p vl [
Aud suw yul s what cosvrs all
| ——
A New Literarvy Stuv in New Yok,
Promt Lotits 3 "

We name Mrs, Mury Hewins Burnbiam
of New York, firt, because in the United Suales
there s noother woman who possesses so much
versatllity, or who writs more engngingl M.
. W is o dramatist, & noveli A poctoss,
and n rolllcking nonpareil corre:pondent, syl
Iy st honie in all departments, and o mistross of
satire, wit, pathos, and description,

- ——
The Newsboys Made Happy.

Mr, Win. M. Fliess, gave & Chrictings dinner to
the newsboys at 49 Park Placo yesterday, The most dis
tHugulshed gentlemen of the land had been invited
Progident Grant sent & coorteous re Senator Hos

Conkling was prescul. About buudred sud
By bove were fuds

ot

THE RING-GRIPPED CITY,

————

THE PRESS OF PHILA DELPHI4 AY
THE MERCY OF DESPLRADO ES,
Sm——

Convictlon of an Editor of Farney's Press for
Libel=Puablication of the Mara Conte
Adjudged n Crime—Despernte Efforts
Concenl Trath in the Quanker Chiy,

From the Phitadelphia Aqe, De ..

Till it was ended we have not fol al
Hbarty to eomment on the criminal Prosecutjon
of an editor of the PPres for an atlempt to lifL g
corner of the dark pall that covers the Lloody

and mysterions tran®aetions connecte -

what 8 known es “the Mnra“:!;m‘-”l “;1,3
hideous case, though carefully sl 1, ree
vealed at lerst this, that a rich, num rONR
desperate “lng™ In this city, conirol nuch
of the machinery of government and of the

adminlstration of justice. This was shoxp f
the purdon of the two assassins, Doye -
and Mara, whilo refusing to s 544

disclone  thelp
employers, 1efg emplovers pnt thelr hired
assns ins out of prison with a pardon, n, t

P.ninnm. but as obdurate eriminals, utterly res
L]

ng to ald puble justice! When ong ol
them was lately tried for asecond ass walnation
we do not Know an intelligant man. or an intel:
Hgent journal, Republican or Democrat had
did no rﬂmn‘f the trial as an affair man to

remembey

conceal and exclude tha trutl. We
no comment from eny intelligont quarter that
oxpreagad any other view of it, though {he Niils
letin and several other Republican journale In
this Btate exonerated United States Distrie
Attorney Bwaope, who aoted s Private coun
for the prisoner, from any blame in the maotres,
casting the whole of it on Judge Paxson an
District Attorney Mann, by whom they said Me,
Bwope's well-meant

EFFORTS TO ELICIT THE TRUTI WEIRE RAFFLED,

Our own views of the case we fully expressed
at the tiine, As a sort of supplement to th
trial, and after Mara was sentenced and » '--n--nlr).l
an alleged eonfesslon from him was published,
hc-lTInu up crimes upon certain persons who
could lm*‘e played but subordinate rs in the
dark and bloody drama,  But this, too, sorved
only toscreen the big ofenders. No prosocise
tion or Investigntion followed 1t against these
offenders, big or little, It has only been folj
ed by the proaccution of an editor for strivin
to penetrate the dark mystery of blood an
erline.  Yet the District Attorney of this city we
may Infer knows much sbout ft, He was the
private counsel of Mara In his flest trial, eme
ploved. Mara save, through the s ime agency thas
employed him to shoot Mre, Brooka,

The lute ** confession' of Mara made at leash
one statement that seemed consistent with

WELL-KNOWN FA(TS,

After his arrest for the assauit on James Rroa's, hie
Aefence, and tnat of his npanion Doughieriy, was
taken r‘umr of by Alderman MeMullen, That th
were defended by Col. Willlam B. Mona and Lewis €,
Canaddy, Esq., who were employed by MeMullon lh“
deponent never employed of pmid them,  That MeMuy
lea taformed bim that he bad pald them $50 each, J
explaloed to thewm We whele case,
ceurred in October, 1830, and accondl
Manu entered on his prosent office wi
dge which It nesded no suhsequel
L of Mara to enlavge. But the paib
has yet to hear of any effort of the District A
torney to use his knowledges to uncover the da
mystery—quite the contrary. Yet it may surel
be affirmed that it was his duty to use his know
edge in the Interests of public justice, or else
foke no part in the cases arvialng out of h
client’s act. Ho should have left them to an
Inipartial deputy or to some other lavyer whe
had not been in the employ of Mara or of thuse
who employed him,. Of

THE CONDUCT OF THE PROSECTTION
of Mr. Taylor, of the character of ita testimony,
and of the rulings made in It, we may speak
hercafter,

To-day we call attention to tha following rule
ing, which we believe to be alike contrary to
Inw, to the interests of the public, and the just
liberty of the press :

The defence then offored to show that
(] 0 oflvers of the rrutuent
1 ag of the Whiskey * Kong,” and by thein aps
proved and proacanced substantially correct

Mr, Mann ubjected, and his objoction was fil%e

this art
tanm

talned.

The publication of matter so veriflea s por.
fectly Justiflable in a newspaper, and to denv It
Is to make the wost careful and painstaking In-
vestigation a critae Instead of a mer't. v If
matter 8o obtained prove erroncous, there conld
be no maliee in the publication, and a eriminal
prosecution for it should fall on that ground

This 15 both law and common sense, and
hjeetion ¢ to the testimony hy Mr,
Mann, and Judge Paxson's excluslon of it, need
no labored argnment to condemn them. Wa
cite thery now as specimens of the way in which
this trial was conducted and the verdi t obe

-

tained. That verdict ls anew
REFROACH TO OUR JURY SEVETEM,
which produces nd juries that fgnom all

bills agalnat the juries thag
are less obeeyg us in tho same interest,
That this thing caunot last in a civilized come
munity we belleve fully ; bat that it has lasted
thus long in Philadeiphin, may | & the hilush
of shame to the cheek of every d tmaninit,

Wihile it lasts, the position of Philade iphis
Journallst is ) I w post of
danger. He may be # + back for five
dollars, and the assassin be pardoncd
be assailed ina court whepee *

and petl

onth own dunsiuil,  Let
the risks of his high protesaion, as the soldler
meeta the risks that attend the profession of

arins,  Let him fAght for the dght with the fire
assurance that his cause will at last triumpi
Rine et
The Liberty of the Press Tnvaded.
o (ha Philadelphia ™ s Dec, 2
Time was when the laws and conrts warg

a terror to evil-doers and the safeguards of aoei.
ely, hut the case seems now reverssd.  Hallies
and bravos id espocially their cinplovem and
influential aceessories, have litlea to fear from
th i people, | on the contrary,

n from th dea they

1. PrOY
] meelves nseful, while honest men who
retuke or expose their villuinies have everythiog
to fear,

That thia & not an imaginary nor even an efs

agwernted pi re, the proceed nes in1

of the Commonwealth aza tithe el y edt
this Jouruasl, which are reported whi

es I Tils wentleman - an wht,

able, law-abiding citl; hias bheen arrested,
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